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Preface

This report made by Dovile Kurmanaviciute (Innovation Agent at Helsinki 
Brain & Mind) presents an updated view of the health innovation ecosystem 
in the Helsinki metropolitan area that targets especially researchers and 
startups. The report has been carried out as part of a joint project, Helsinki 
Brain & Mind (HB&M), by the University of Helsinki, Aalto University and HUS 
Helsinki University Hospital. The development of Helsinki Brain & Mind has 
been funded by the European regional development fund (ERDF).

HB&M project aims at:

1) Providing essential information, know-how, insights & services for univer-

sity researchers, students, startups & companies in the field of neuroscience;

2) Building stronger collaborations between university researchers and com-

panies, leading to new innovation projects;

3) Facilitating researchers from different backgrounds to co-create & innovate 

in the neuroscience area;

4) Growing new startups with a focus on neuroscience (Neurobiodesign pro-

gram was launched in January 2021).

Innovation players in the Ecosystem mapping are described as follows:
About is an introduction section; Offers section shows what the organisation 
is offering; and Targer group to whom the offerings are targeted. To guide 
the reader and give a clearer overview, sections Get in touch if you & Bene-
fits are listed with bullet points. At the end of each organisation’s overview, a 
website and/or a physical address is given.

The document structure:

First, the document begins with network-structured organisations formed by 
multiple members. Second, members who support education and research are 
introduced. Third, we will summarize events, programs, incubators and accel-
erators to get the idea going. Fourth, funding and investment organizations 
are presented. Lastly, and equally importantly, official institutions facilitating 
innovation within the health ecosystem are described.

If you have any feedback regarding this document, please leave us a message: 
helsinkibrainandmind@helsinki.fi
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Explanation of symbols

 Website

 Research1; Education2; (& Training)- 1information 
 collection, analysis and summary of results; 2information
 sharing & translation via teaching (courses, seminars
 and workshops) for innovation.

 Consultancy1; Mentoring2 – 1a professional practice
 that gives expert advice within a particular field;
 2a form of development in which an experienced
 person, called a mentor, supports a learner or client in
 achieving a specific personal or professional goal by
 providing training and guidance.

 Idea development – a process that uses tools
 and personal training to crystallize and develop an
 idea for realization.

 Incubation – a process through a collaborative
 program that helps a new startup to grow by
 providing services such as management training
 or office space.

 Acceleration – a time-bound process of
 fostered development of startups; often carried out by 
 a venture company (working with high risks) that
 invests resources in companies at an early stage
 of their development in exchange for an equity
 stake in these companies. 

?
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 Co-creation1; Collaboration2; Network3 – 1a
 form of collaborative innovation: ideas are shared and 
 improved together, rather than kept to oneself; 
 2a form of work load sharing to achieve a common goal; 
 3a large system consisting of many similar parts that are
 connected together to allow movement or communication
 between or along the parts, or between the parts and a
 control centre.

 Funding1; Investment or Venture Capital2; Access to 
 Financing – 1money offering that does not expect money
 return but cares about the final result; 
 2expects return X-times bigger than invested.

 Co-working – an arrangement that brings 
 different people to share an office space, allowing
 for cost savings and convenience through the use of 
 common infrastructure. Modern co-working
 spaces often builds communities too.

 Events – thematic gatherings that target specific 
 groups of people to facilitate, enhance or
 educate on specific topics.

 Prototyping1 / Software tools – 1a production of an early 
 sample, model, or release of a product built to test a
 concept or process.

 Visibility – recognitions of the company or
 its attributes. 

2020
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Helsinki Brain & Mind

About: Helsinki Brain & Mind (HB&M) is a neuroscience network founded 
by the University of Helsinki, Aalto University and HUS Hospital District 
of Helsinki and Uusimaa. The development of HB&M is funded by the EU 
Regional Development Fund. HB&M promotes and supports research, inno-
vation and new business activities in the field of neuroscience and acts as 
a local node of Neurocenter Finland in the capital region.  

HB&M collects information on research, innovation ecosystem and 
industrial collaboration opportunities in neuroscience, and acts as a link 
between the various stakeholders. In addition, HB&M organizes events, 
and promotes networking amongst stakeholders.

Offers:

Collaboration & Network    Events    Visibility

Target group: Researchers, companies, startups

Get in touch if you:
• Need help to navigate the ecosystem of neurosciences in the greater 

Helsinki area
• Need contacts to find an investor, a business partner, or any services 

for your research & innovation
• Need visibility for your news 

Benefits:
• Promotes collaboration and networking, as well as the unique ecosys-

tem
• Helps researchers, companies and other stakeholders to connect and 

find relevant information about the ecosystem 

Twitter: @hnbrainmind
HB&M website and YouTube channel:
 helsinkibrainandmind.fi 
 youtube.com/channel/UCNh18SCPzAaOiJfNwUyoOfg/featured

2020
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Health Capital Helsinki (HCH)

About: Health Capital Helsinki boosts collaboration within the ecosystem, 
enables innovation-driven companies to grow and attracts foreign compa-
nies to establish their businessesin Helsinki. The alliance supporting Health 
Capital Helsinki consists of main cities, a hospital and educational institu-
tions in Finland, e.i. Cities of Helsinki and Espoo, HUS Helsinki University 
Hospital, University of Helsinki, Aalto University, and Helsinki Metropolitan 
Universities of Applied Sciences Haaga-Helia, Laurea and Metropolia. HCH 
operates within Helsinki Business Hub and their office is located in Ruo-
holahti, Helsinki.

Offers:

Consultancy     Collaboration & Network     Events     Visibility

Target group: Domestic and international companies, incl. startups, 
researchers, public organizations

Get in touch if you:
• Need help to navigate the ecosystem of life sciences and health tech 

in the greater Helsinki area
• Need help to find an investor, a business partner, office space, or 

startup accelerator services
• Need visibility for your news 

Benefits:
• Develops and promotes the unique ecosystem
• Accelerates the development and maturing of life science and health 

tech startups
• Helps collaborators and investors to enter the field of life sciences and 

health tech
• Increases funding of collaboration projects 

 

 healthcapitalhelsinki.fi

Location: Mechelininkatu 1a, 00180 Helsinki

?
2020
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The City of Helsinki 

About: The city of Helsinki aims to be one of the leading and innovative 
capital in the world through services such as NewCo Helsinki, Testbed.
Helsinki and Helsinki Business Hub.

NewCo Helsinki focuses on giving free business consultancy and sup-
porting startups in the Helsinki region. The Soft-Landing service package 
makes entering the Finnish market as easy as possible for international 
businesses. They help with many practicalities with getting ready to start 
a business.

Testbed.Helsinki is a website owned by the city of Helsinki that aims at 
connecting companies of need to test a specific service or product with 
the city’s development and testing platforms – known as testbeds.

Helsinki Business Hub provides access to a great variety of services and 
information that can help accelerate growth for your business. Within the 
field of health, they are specifically focused on personalized health (includ-
ing biobanks) and medtech devices. 

Offers:

 
Consultancy  Collaboration  Co-working  Funding  Events  Prototyping

Target group: Startups & companies

Get in touch if you:
• Would like to develop an innovative business idea

Benefits:
• Takes care of all practical matters for a smooth start
• Provides coaching for business growth and development
• Supports with various community events

 
 hel.fi  | testbed.helsinki

2020
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The City of Espoo
About: Espoo, the most sustainable city in Europe, is a good place to 
grow, be an entrepreneur and to work. It is Finland’s second-largest city 
and grows at a rapid pace.
Espoo Innovation ecosystem: Espoo is a lively economic and innovation 
centre - the Finnish Capital of Innovation. Many Finnish exchange-listed 
companies are based in Espoo. The campus and research area of Otaniemi 
is the largest hub of high technology in the Nordic countries. Together 
with Tapiola and Keilaniemi, Otaniemi forms an area in which science, art 
and the economy nourish each other.
Business Espoo: Business Espoo is a service network for companies and 
entrepreneurs in Espoo and the surrounding municipalities, formed by 
seven organizations. The goal of Business Espoo is to increase the number 
of jobs and vitality in Espoo by producing customer-oriented, cost-effective 
and high-quality services for companies and entrepreneurs in one place.
Make with Espoo: The City of Espoo cooperates with companies and com-
munities to co-create functional and digital solutions to respond to the 
local residents’ needs. This means that the city opens its doors and invites 
all stakeholders of municipal services from companies to associations, 
research institutions and residents to refine old services and innovate new 
ones together.

Offers: 

 
Consultancy  Collaboration  Co-working  Funding  Events  Prototyping

Target group: Startups and companies of various size

Get in touch if you:
• Seek to start a business, grow your business
• Look for competence development
• Need recruitment assistance, internationalization or landing services 

Benefits:
• To get all business services in one place
• Takes care of all practical matters for a smooth start
• Provides coaching for business growth and development
• Supports with various community events 

 
 espoo.fi | businessespoo.com | enterespoo.fi

?
€ 2020
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Healthtech Finland
About: Healthtech Finland is an industry association and part of Tech-
nology Industries of Finland. Healthtech Finland is also a community: we 
foster our industry’s growth and collective knowledge.

Offers: 

Platform for cooperation

Target group:  Health technology and other companies with medical 
devices, as well as service companies

Get in touch if you:
• Want to expand your network
• Have regulatory needs and interest in health data 

Benefits: 
• Active working groups (MD, IVD, Data, Genomic)
• Webinars 

 healthtech.fi
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Pharma Industry Finland
About: Pharma Industry Finland is the organization bringing together
research-based pharma companies developing innovative new treatments, 
medicines and vaccines. It collects and shares knowledge, offers informa-
tion and a variety of networks, and participates in national policymaking.
PIF influence environment for development of pharmacotherapies, the 
pharmaceutical service and research operations in this field, we need to 
engage in a smooth cooperation with the authorities and other actors in 
the sector.

Offers: 

Consultancy     

Target group: Pharma companies

Get in touch if you:
• Want to know more on pharmaceutical R&D, pharmacovigilance/

drug safety, manufacturing, environmental issues, regulatory affairs, 
reimbursement, access to medicines 

Benefits: 
• Aim to influence the innovation ecosystem for development of phar-

macotherapies, the pharmaceutical service, safe use of medicines, 
access to medicines and relevant enabling legislation, as defined in 
the Health Sector Growth Strategy

 laaketeollisuus.fi

?
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Innovation Services



Aalto University Innovation 
Services

About: Aalto Innovation Services manages commercialization of 
inventions, intellectual property and technology transfer at Aalto 
University. Our aim is to convert research results to positive societal 
impact through commercialization and successful technology transfers. 
Innovation Services serves widely researchers and the entire Aalto com-
munity in developing inventions and in implementing commercialization 
activities. Innovation Services manages intellectual property protection in 
collaboration with the researchers and executes technology transfers with 
the versatile industrial companies – from startups to the international 
corporates. 
Aalto Startup Center and Innovation Services together provide Aalto-based 
startups and research teams versatile services from commercializing the 
research idea to the comprehensive business accelerator program.

Offers:

Consultancy     Collaboration

Target group: Re search ers, Com pan ies

Get in touch if you:
• Are a researcher or an employee at Aalto University
• May have an invention but you are not sure yet
• Have an invention 

 innovation.aalto.fi

Location: A Grid 2nd floor (room C208D), Otakaari 5, Espoo

?

13



University of Helsinki Innovation
Services (HIS)

About: Helsinki Innovation Services Ltd. (HIS) is a technology transfer and 
commercialization company fully owned by the University of Helsinki. Our 
goal is to help researchers to turn their scientific results into commercial 
success for the benefit of society. We assist researchers at the Universi-
ty of Helsinki to identify potential research-born ideas and inventions. 
Importantly, we also offer coaching to researchers on HIS services and 
commercialization processes, covering all steps from idea to impact. HIS 
evaluates the commercial significance of inventions and identifies strat-
egies for intellectual property (IP) protection in collaboration with the 
inventors. We offer fundraising and operational support to secure the 
successful development of commercialization projects. At HIS, we also 
manage the entire IP portfolio of the University of Helsinki, and promote 
technology transfer to corporate partners. We help our researchers to 
establish spin-out companies, recruit complementary team members and 
leverage networks to investors and industry. 

Offers:

Mentoring     Collaboration

Target group: Re search ers, Com pan ies 

Get in touch if you:
• Are a researcher or an employee at the University of Helsinki
• May have an invention but you are not sure yet
• Have an invention

 helsinki.fi/en/research/helsinki-innovation-services

Location: Vuorikatu 7, 4th floor (Kaisa house), 00100 Helsinki.

?
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CleverHealth Network
About: CleverHealth Network is a health technology innovation ecosys-
tem in which companies and health care experts together develop better 
treatment solutions and successful export products. Product and service 
innovations are based on HUS Helsinki University Hospital’s extensive 
health data and the leading expertise of clinicians. Innovation activities 
take place in the R&D projects which combines three important factors:
• The expertise from technology companies
• Health data
• Clinical expertise
CleverHealth Network is coordinated by HUS Helsinki University Hospital 
and funded by Business Finland and partner companies from the core 
ecosystem. Currently the partners are HUS Helsinki University Hospital, 
Varian, TietoEVRY, Pfizer, Productivity Leap, Takeda, BC Platforms, BCB 
Medical, CGI, Elisa, Fujitsu, GE Healthcare, Innofactor, Microsoft, Planmeca 
and Roche. In addition, the projects also bring together dozens of other 
companies outside the core ecosystem.
CleverHealth Network’s vision is to be an internationally renowned eco-
system, which processes and cultivates health and welfare data, and to be 
a forerunner in the health care revolution, as well as to create dozens of 
world-class solutions related to the cultivation of healthcare data. 

Offers:

Research     Collaboration     Consultancy Visibility

Target group: Technology companies interested in co-innovation, clinicians

Get in touch if:
• Your company is interested in co-creating new health and wellbeing 

solutions together with other companies
• Your company has an idea which requires clever use of health data
• You have an idea and you need a company partner 

Benefits:
• Modern innovation environment with flexible processes for co-devel-

opment
• World class cloud based datalake solution with extensive amount of 

health data
• Networking with other key players in the field of health care 

 cleverhealth.fi

?
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Where I find a team or build a net-
work for collaboration?

Good idea – half of the job done? Not all the time. Having a good team for 
your idea is crucial element that could lead to your startup to success or 
failure. Therefore, the team is at least as important as the idea itself! 

In order to find a suitable candidate for your business need, specify what 
are the competences and skills that your idea needs now and it would 
need in the future, for further development.  For specific research compe-
tence, universities have researchers portals that contain lists of research-
ers in various fields who could potentially advice on an idea development 
in their field. 

Alternatively, there are other developed platforms, such as, the HUB 
(https://thehub.io/) that contains information (profiles) of people who are 
interested to join a startup in a certain field. The platform also has other 
functionalities that may be useful for a startup, for example you can leave 
your job offer there too.

A more interactive way of getting to know people is through events. Below 
you will find organizers of some of the most well-known events that are-
active and attract participants from various backgrounds: 

• Arctic15, arctic15.com
• Biohackers Summit, biohackersummit.com
• Broardmangrow, boardmangrow.fi/in-english/
• Dash (design hackathon), dash.design
• Fall Up, fallup.fi
• Health Design (event that brings together health, technology and 

design professionals), healthdesign.io
• Health Talks, terkko.fi/healthtalks/
• Health Tuesday, businessfinland.fi/en/do-business-with-finland/

kampanjasivut/healthtuesday
• Health100 by Upgraded, upgraded.fi/health100-2020/
• HIMSS & Health 2.0 conference, himss.org/news/status-up-

date-himss-health-20-european-conference
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• Junction (hackathon), hackjunction.com
• KIUAS Inside (people, resources, projects), inside.kiuas.com
• Lääkäripäivät, laakaripaivat.fi
• Nestholma, nestholma.com
• NuoriLääkäripäivät, nly.fi/helsinki/
• Smash, sportsmash.net
• Slush (investors), slush.org/#event
• Terkko Hub events, terkko.fi/programs-events/#events
• The Shortcut, theshortcut.org
• Ultrahack, ultrahack.org
 
 
Tip: Big events attract bigger organisations but they tend to be difficult to 
reach. However, big events have greater variety of audience.
If you are searching for a team with a pecific backgroud, look at the 
smaller events, as they tend to be more relaxed and people are usually 
easy to approach, plus – small events are less expensive or even free! 
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Aalto EE, Aalto ENT and Aalto Pro
About: Aalto EE for management and leaders – We offer thought provoking 
executive education and leadership development services for individuals and 
organizations globally. Success in international rankings attests to our quality 
– we rank among the top 50 executive education providers worldwide.

Aalto PRO for a variety of experts – We provide a professional head start. 
Aalto PRO is for experts and managers to whom the latest methods and 
knowledge are indispensable in the face of a changing world. Aalto PRO offers 
a versatile selection of more than 50 educational programs every year.

Aalto ENT for entrepreneurs and developing intrapreneurship – We pro-
mote ambitious entrepreneurship and intrapreneurship, aiming at faster than 
average growth. Aalto ENT understands the challenges of entrepreneurship 
and offers agile and practical solutions to develop companies’ business opera-
tions and create new business.

Finva is serving the insurance, banking, and finance sector as well as individ-
uals and organizations in need of financial training. 
 
Offers:

Education     Consultancy

Target group: Individuals, SMEs and their leaders 

Get in touch if you:
• Need targeted learning or experience transformation of your company
• Are looking for solutions to upskill or reskill competencies
• are interested in multi-disciplinary approach and new, innovative 

learning methods for the development of experts and leaders. 

Benefits:
• Support transformation in both private and public organizations, 

particularly in relation to growth and digitalization.
• Deliver impactful, goal oriented, and comprehensive learning expe-

riences throughout an individual’s career, by being their preferred 
platform for lifelong learning.experience transformation/change 

 aaltoent.fi | aaltopro.fi | aaltoee.com

?
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Aaltoes: Aalto Entrepreneurship 
Society

About: Aalto Entrepreneurship Society (Aaltoes) is an active student-run 
entrepreneurship society funded by Aalto University and non-profit orga-
nizations. Aaltoes are entrepreneurial-minded students who are aiming to 
be the world’s best community and growth platform, especially for new 
founder development and reaching entrepreneurial-minded people. Aaltoes 
organizes many events and workshops. In 2019 Aaltoes community run 
enterpreneurial-minded projects such as: Fall-up, Dash, Revive and Talk 
the Talk. To join, students are not required to have any specific back-
ground but willingness to learn and share is important.

Offers:

Mentoring     Network

Target group: Students

Get in touch if you:
• Would like to start a business but you are unsure about your business 

idea and/or other things
• Want to get inspired
• Want to learn various skills & competencies
• Want to organize events

Benefits:
• Networking: you’ll get to know many people from various backgrounds
• Aaltoes is the place for competency and skills learning
• Voluntary-based, easy to join
• Learning by doing
• Strong entrepreneurial mindset to open your idea scope

 aaltoes.com

?
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Aalto Ventures Program

About: Aalto Ventures Program is a program that provides students 
with inspiration, capability and network necessary to build new scal-
able businesses as startups as well as for established organizations. The 
program is focused on students at Aalto University and prepares them for 
high-growth entrepreneurship through top-level education and recurring 
activities.

Offers:

Education     Mentoring 

Target group: Students

Get in touch if you:
• Think about starting your own business
• Have a strong entrepreneurial mindset
• Need practical skills and knowledge to start your business

Benefits:
• Exposure to the entrepreneurship network
• Co-creation and co-existence
• Communication
• Wide range of courses and events to boost entrepreneurial skills and 

spirit
• The program is free of charge

 avp.aalto.fi

?
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Business Mentoring Finland

About: Business Mentors Finland is a nonprofit association dedicated to 
helping small businesses get off the ground, grow and achieve their goals 
through mentorship. Business Mentors Finland is a national network of 
experienced entrepreneurs and business managers. They offer our compe-
tence and experience to support Finnish small business owners in solving 
their business challenges.

Offers:

Mentoring

Target group: Startups and small companies

Get in touch if you:
• Need help with analyzing your business environment and its 

challenges

Benefits:
• Your business mentor acts as your sparring partner and supports your 

decision making.
• All discussions with your mentor are confidential and the process will 

proceed according to your needs and conditions. 
• Your mentor will only have the interest of your business in mind. 

They will not act in any other role such as board member, financier 
or business partner. They will also not act as mentor to any other 
company in your field of business. 

• All business mentor services are based on voluntary work by the 
mentor and are free of charge for you. 
 

 yrityskummit.fi

?
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Haaga-Helia StartUp School

About: Haaga-Helia StartUp School is a combination of space, activities, 
people, skills and knowledge. They offer courses, support and events for 
students who are interested in entrepreneurship or who already have their 
own businesses. Their innovative teaching methods are developed based 
on research projects they participate. Haaga-Helia StartUp School work 
together with several organizations in the startup ecosystems so that we 
can make sure that our students get the best out of their study time. The 
StartUp School’s model as a business incubator associated with a univer-
sity of applied sciences attracts interest around the world and is one of 
the spearheads of Finnish education export. All Haaga-Helia students are 
welcome to join the StartUp School. Any possible team members do not 
need to be students at Haaga-Helia to get the services.

Offers:

Education     Mentoring

Target group: Students

Get in touch if you:
• Want to develop a business idea
• Want to learn more about enterpreunership & build your startup 

Benefits:
• Support in acquiring necessary information
• Helps to understand principles of startups
• Advice on tax, legal and funding matters

 startupschool.fi

?
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Helsinki Business Hub 

About: Helsinki Business Hub (HBH) is the international trade, investment 
promotion and talent attraction agency for the Finnish capital region. 
They help foreign companies to set-up their business, grow and develop in 
Helsinki. They also help international investors in finding quality deal flow 
from Finland. They provide business information and contacts and identi-
fy growth opportunities for companies, free of charge. Within the field of 
health they are especially focused on personalized health (incl. biobanks) 
and med tech.

Offers:

 
Mentoring     Collaboration & Networks  (Access to) Financing

Target group: Companies, investors and startups

Get in touch if you:
• Want to set up or expand your business to Helsinki
• Are looking for business, piloting or R&D
• Are looking for investment opportunities

Benefits:
• Helps you in every step of your journey to Helsinki from the initial 

consideration to establishing and expanding your business
• Introduces you to the relevant companies, partners, universities, R&D 

and innovation players and service providers
• Provides you with eg. relevant market data and information about 

the business environment, operating and living costs, and financing 
opportunities. 
 

 helsinkibusinesshub.fi

?
€
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Laurea

About: Laurea carries out professionally oriented education, regional 
development and R&D activities by following the Learning by Developing 
(LbD), unique learning model. Laurea’s main R&D fields of expertise are: 
Health and social integrity; Service business activities; Coherent security; 
and Entrepreneurship and innovations. Laurea aims to provide top-level 
activities of an international standard. Their strategic areas of expertise 
are teaching and research and development processes. The design and 
development of services is a shared RDI process between companies, the 
public sector and Laurea, in which research, development, innovation and 
commercialization are implemented as a reflective continuum.

Offers:

Education     Mentoring     Idea development     Events

Target group: Students, early-stage startups/ companies

Get in touch if you:
• Would like to develop an innovative business idea
• Want to accelerate and scale your idea 

Benefits:
• The program for orientated to creating and developing a startup is 

free of charge
• You get idea validation for your idea
• Develop skills you need for starting a startup

 laurea.fi

2020
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Metropolia University of Applied 
Sciences
About: Metropolia University of Applied Sciences, Finland’s largest univer-
sity of applied sciences, educates future professionals in the fields of busi-
ness, culture, health care and social services, and technology. Metropolia 
is a community of 16200 students and more than 1000 experts. In 
Metropolia, people and worlds meet to create insight, expertise and 
well-being for both the professional life and life in general. Metropolia is 
a reliable partner and an innovator in higher education. Through cooper-
ation they discover new ideas and solutions to build a better future. Their 
phenomena-based innovation activities enable new ways to learn, create 
solutions and carry out multidisciplinary collaboration for the benefit of 
society. Every year, Metropolia implements more than 100 RDI projects. 

Offers:

Education    Mentoring     Idea development     Incubation

Acceleration     Events

Target group: Higher education students, companies, startups,
non-profit organizations, researchers, municipalities / cities

Get in touch if you:
• Would like to have a reliable, multidisciplinary partner in higher edu-

cation forresearch, development and innovation

Benefits: 
• Multidisciplinary expertise
• High-standard facilities
• Extensive networks both nationally and internationally

 
 metropolia.fi

2020
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SPARK Finland

About: SPARK Finland program is designed to increase the maturity of 
academic and clinical discoveries towards practical solutions in the life 
science and health tech space. The program supports career development 
by educating scientists, students and clinicians on drug and health tech 
discovery and development. In addition, they help in building the under-
standing of business aspects related to the discoveries.

Offers: 

Mentoring     Collaboration& Networks     Education  

Target group: Researchers, startups and companies in life science and 
health tech fields

Get in touch if you:
• Have an idea/ innovation that you would want to mature into a work-

ing solution
• Need mentors, partners, investors and key opinion leaders
• Need education on life science / health tech business development
• Want to participate in international business events within the field of 

life sciences / health tech

Benefits: 
• Mentoring from key experts within the field of your business idea
• Webinars and workshops on business topics specific to life sciences
• Access to the global SPARK network
• Meet with international companies, top notch Universities, investors, 

potential customers, end-users and key opinion leaders
• Increase the maturation of ideas and inventions into (practical) work-

ing solutions

 
 sparkfinland.fi

?
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Aalto Startup Center

About: Aalto Startup Center is a hybrid accelerator that offers both incu-
bation services and an accelerator program for sturtups called “Business 
Generator“. The Business Generator model “From Ideas to Impact” lasts 
for 12 months (+ an optional 12 months). Program provides startups 
with support, coaching, tools and modern, communal workspaces, as well 
as networks for fundraising. Finally, Aalto Startup Centre incubator was 
ranked in the world’s top 5, according to the World Incubation Summit by 
UBI Global, demonstrating the Centre’s strong know-how and skills in the 
field.

Offers:

Consultancy     Idea development     Incubation     Acceleration

Network     Co-working     Events

Target group: Early-stage startups

Get in touch if you:
• Need advice and access to business acceleration
• Search for cheap working space

Benefits:
• Experienced advisors/mentors form the startup, corporate, and aca-

demic worlds
• Hybrid incubator + accelerator program
• Great reputation
• Provides cheap working space

 startupcenter.aalto.fi
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Accelerando

About: Accelerando is a group of professionals with extensive experience 
in building and running international businesses. They help growth-ori-
ented companies on their way towards international business success. 
Accelerando works actively with young start-ups, mature growth compa-
nies, and corporations – all building their businesses on innovation. Their 
typical clients are high growth companies.

Offers:

Consultancy      Acceleration

Target group: Startups, growth SMEs & corporations

Get in touch if you:
• Need qualitative advisory on: finance, growth, target markets, first 

customer & right partners, social media, innovation development and 
more 

Benefits:
• Offers to tackle all the challenges above
• Helps innovative, young and ambitious companies who need to com-

plement their skill and resource pool
• Their service consists of a professional team extension that brings in 

practical knowledge and experience, unlike the trial and error method 
of learning

• Thier service dramatically improves the odds for success

 
 accelerando.fi
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Growth Collective Finland

About: Growth Collective Finland (Kasvuryhmä Suomi ry) was founded 
in 2015 to bring together Finnish mid-sized companies in the pursuit of 
growth. The Growth Collective currently has over 200 scale-up leaders and 
owners as members. The member companies’ common goal is to grow 15 
M€ as a community by the end of 2023. Growth Collective Finland strives 
to lead the path towards an entrepreneurial-minded economy through 
inspiring and encouraging transformation and growth.

Offers:

Consultancy 
  
Target group: Mid-size companies

Get in touch if you:
• Have a mid-size company that aims for better growth

Benefits:
• Sparring for business growth
• Learning about business growth fundamentals
• Learning across industries
• Sharing lessons learned 

 

 § kasvuryhma.fi
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Health Incubator Helsinki

About: Health Incubator Helsinki is a comprehensive incubator program 
for research-based early stage teams and start-ups operating in the 
health sector in Finland and abroad. The program, created and operated 
together with Health Capital Helsinki, provides long-term support includ-
ing tailored mentoring and advisory services, broad networking opportu-
nities and working facilities within the thriving Helsinki health ecosystem. 
The aim of the program is to support the teams in successful establish-
ment of the company and a go-to-market strategy.

Offers:

Consultancy     Idea development     Incubation

Target group: Health and life sciences startups

Get in touch if you:
• Want to join a health and life sciences incubator program that is 

tailored to your needs
• Are at the stage of developing idea
• Need more knowledge of your market and its potential
• Need guidance for making your business case solid and sustainable 

Benefits:
• Qualified advisory on founding a health startup 
• Knowledge of your market and competition
• Learning how to develop a sustainable business
• Learning about intellectual property rights, the role of medical 

device regulation as well as go-to-market and stay-on-market 
strategies

• Quick access to the network of Health Incubator Helsinki

 
 healthincubatorhelsinki.com
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KIUAS

About: Kiuas is Finland’s #1 startup accelerator. They are non-profit 
and help early-stage sustainable startups through top-level accelerator 
programs that are 100% free. Their programs include access to Kiuas 
community, mentoring from serial entrepreneurs, connections to investors, 
workshops on startup fundamentals and software credits (AWS, Google 
Cloud, Notion). They have a community of 250+ startups and together the 
KIUAS Alumni have raised over 70 M€ of funding. Kiuas also works closely 
with other players in the Finnish startup ecosystem. On top of that, they 
have created Starting Up, a free online course about entrepreneurship and 
“Kiuas Inside”, a platform where users can find their future co-founders.

Offers:

Mentoring    Networking     Education     Software tools

Target group: Students, early-stage startups, companies

Get in touch if you:
• Are looking for a co-founder
• Have a business idea
• Have a startup 

Benefits:
• Program for orientated to creating and developing a startup is 

free of charge
• You get validation for your idea
• Develop the skills you need for starting a startup

 kiuas.com

Location: Startup Sauna, Betonimiehenkuja 3D, 02150 Espoo
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Mutiny  | Terkko Health X  | 4UNI

About: MUTINY is an accelerator for impactful teams. It is an early-stage 
accelerator for teams and early-stage companies with societally impactful 
business ideas. The program revolves heavily around Sustanable Devel-
opent Goals (SDG)s. Mutiny is usually organised in the spring.

Terkko Health X is organised in collaboration with Terkko Health Hub. 
Terkko Health X is an early-stage accelerator for teams specifically in the 
fields of health tech and life sciences. In the accelerator we help these 
teams to avoid the charateristics mistakes made in the health tech field. 
Terkko Health X is organised in the fall.

4UNI is an idea accelerator for students and recently graduates with a 
changing theme every year. Students apply as individuals and are formed 
into multidisciplinary teams which then each form their own enterprise 
answering that years current challenge. 4UNI has usually been organised 
in fall.

Offers:

 
Mentoring    Acceleration    Network    Events    Education

Target group: Early stage startups/companies, students

Get in touch if you:
• Have a business idea with significant local or global impact

Benefits:
• Right tools, skills and contacts to take your ideas onto the market
• No need to have an established business to join

 
 mutiny.fi  |  terkko.fi/x/  |  4uni.fi
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NewCo Accelerator

About: NewCo Accelerator is a service provided by NewCo Helsinki, that 
focuses on giving free business advisory and supporting startups in the 
Helsinki region. The Soft-Landing service package makes entering the 
Finnish market as easy as possible for international businesses. NewCo 
Accelerator’s main objective is to provide tailored business counselling, 
specific to each business, that works according to their needs.

Offers:

 
Mentoring     Collaboration    Acceleration

Target group: Startups, professionals

Get in touch if you:
• Need external financing
• Need mentoring on business development  

Benefits:
• Provides coaching for growth and development, e.g. information on 

financing markets
• Provide counselling to a significant number of budding startups that 

are not yet close to accelerator-readiness
• Experienced team who are always ready to help
 

 newcohelsinki.fi 
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Turbiini

About: Turbiini is an incubator that supports early phase teams and 
startups in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area. Turbiini also helps to develop 
student-driven business ideas of Metropolia University of Applied Sciences, 
into teams, startups and growth companies.

Turbiini is currently located in Helsinki Arabianranta and Myllypuro as 
well as in Vantaa Myyrmäki, focusing, especially on supporting startups in 
creative, technology, healthcare and well-being industries.

Turbiini offers businesses workspaces, co-working spaces, communities 
and mentoring for the teams. 

Offers:

 
Mentoring     Collaboration    Incubation     Co-working     Events

Target group: Early phase teams, startups, researchers

Get in touch if you:
• Develop innovation in technology, healthcare, and well-being industry
• Need co-working space and a community 

Benefits:
• Helps in transforming business ideas into teams, startups, and 

growth companies

 
 turbiini.metropolia.fi 
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xEdu

About: xEdu is the leading European accelerator that works with startups 
creating transformative learning solutions in the education sector. Based 
in Finland, xEdu maximizes upon the expertise of Finland’s superior edu-
cational system and pioneering tech/gaming scene and combines it with 
their dynamic global network of innovators, educators, entrepreneurs, and 
investors. From product development to market entry and international-
ization, xEdu offers broad assistance including coaching, mentoring, ed-
tech investor connections, and real-life testing environments for research 
and development.

Offers:

Mentoring    Acceleration

Target group: Edu-tech startups

Get in touch if you:
• Are creating impact in the education sector
• Want to network and connect with the edtech industry professionals
• Need assistance in fundraising and in the go-to-market phase
• Need industry-specific knowledge

Benefits:
• Coaching services provided by xEdu’s partners and mentors among 

others in the fields of product development, pedagogy, marketing, 
finance, investor relations, and pitching 

• Provide industry, customer and strategic insight
• connections with potential customers
• Free coworking space in Finland and at the fellow Global Accelerator 

Network (GAN) accelerators around the world

 
 xedu.co

?

37



Testbeds

Is my innovation working?



Helsinki XR Center (HXRC)

About: Helsinki XR Center (HXRC), operated by Metropolia University of 
Applied Sciences, functions as FIVR’s (Finnish Virtual Reality Association) 
main developer hub in the Helsinki region. HXRC is an incubator for tal-
ent, a cultural hub for co-creation and learning for all.

HXRC offers a development program for early phase VR/AR teams and 
consultation for enterprises and public actors. In addition, HXRC acts 
as an expert partner for various research projects and supports student 
projects. 

The aim of HXRC is to become the largest extended reality dedicated inno-
vation, network, development and startup center in the Nordics.

Offers:

Prototyping      Education Consultancy    Co-working

Target group: Researchers, students, XR Startups

Get in touch if you:
• Aim to develop an idea involving VR/AR environments and reduce the 

early risks involved in hi-tech R&D
• Are looking for a research partner for an XR related project
• Need a consultation workshop on VR/AR 

Benefits:
• Provides space and devices for product development and testing
• Offers expertise specific to the development of VR/AR-based solutions
• Business coaching available for teams
• Wide network of VR/AR experts 

 helsinkixrcenter.com
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HyMy-Village

About: HyMy-Village (Wellbeing from Myllypuro) is a learning and devel-
opment environment based on Metropolia’s Myllypuro campus. In Hy-
My-Village innovations and services are created in inspiring, multi-profes-
sional collaboration. In an authentic learning environment, HyMy-Village 
provides students with skills needed in the future. 

Students at HyMy-Village provide health and wellbeing services under 
professional supervision and tailored to the customer’s needs.  
In addition to therapy and treatment, they also offer counselling, guidance 
and education to individuals and groups. Wellbeing and health services 
provided to work communities and the elderly are always planned together 
and tailored to their customers’ needs. 

HyMy Village’s strength in customer service lies in their multi-professional 
student teams and highly skilled supervisors. HyMy-Village provides genu-
ine overall care for their customers in all their activities and services. 

Offers:

Prototyping     Education     Collaboration

Target group: Researchers, students, startups

Get in touch if you:
• Need counselling, guidance, and education in health services
• Plan developing and providing an innovation to cusomers in health 

services  

Benefits:
• Services tailored to the customer’s needs
• Multi-professional student teams and highly skilled supervisors
• Care for their customers in all our activities and services

 metropolia.fi/en/services/well-being-and-health-village
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IoT-Forge foundation

About: We serve Finnish start-ups and SME’s on the development plat-
form of their choice. Working at IoT-Forge is free of charge and does not 
lead to any ownership or IPR commitments. All the innovation created 
during the development phase remains under the customers’ ownership.
The mission of IoT-Forge is to act as a springboard in the early phase of 
product development by helping companies to speed up the phase from 
idea to its validation. The support model includes specialist help, access to 
a well-equipped lab and financial support in the selected cases. IoT-Forge 
also has visibility to an IoT collaboration network that includes companies, 
cities, universities and other educational institutions with an opportunity 
to find suitable IoT-related partners and knowledge.

Offers:

Prototyping     Consultancy

Target group: All Finnish startups or SMEs with IoT related development 
case

Get in touch if you:
• Want to speed up your development from idea to its validation.
• Want to review your technology selections or architecture (e.g., HW, 

SW, Mech)
• Need access to a well-equipped lab and free of charge prototyping
• Seek a partner network to you company 

Benefits: 
• Specialist help with access to a testing laboratory and funding
• IoT-Forge is a non-profit foundation, operating independently
• Working with IoT-Forge does not result in change of ownership or IP 

commitments

 iotforge.fi
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Metropolia Proof Health
About: Metropolia Proof Health consists of excellences operating on Metropo-
lia’s Myllypuro campus in Helsinki:
Movement and Lower Limb Excellence provides multidisciplinary exper-
tise in the assessment, research and rehabilitation of mobility, lower limb 
functioning and biomechanics. Simulation Excellence is an internationally 
unique, fully equipped and standards-compliant simulation hospital. Biomed-
ical Laboratory Excellence has 7 specialized laboratories: clinical physiology, 
hematology, chemistry, microbiology, molecular genetics, pathology, and 
sampling room, as well as a virtual 360° learning environment. Radiography 
and Radiotherapy Excellence provides high-quality facilities and equipment 
for the development and research of radiographic imaging and radiotherapy 
methods. The high-quality Optometry Center meets international standards 
related to eye and sight examination. The Excellence for Oral Health Care 
offers researchers, companies and partners a modern 26-seat oral health 
clinic with equipment and a 360° virtual learning environment. In addition, 
Metropolia Proof Health has the Customer-oriented Wellbeing and Health 
Services innovation hub that offers versatile facilities for more generic test-
ing and research.

Offers:

Prototyping     Education     Consultancy

Target group: Researchers, startups

Get in touch if you:
• Need a modern testing environment
• Need deep experience in testing/validation of prototypes and / or 

Complying the medical device regulations 

Benefits:
• Modern environment with flexible processes
• Extensive expertise in preclinical testing, piloting, validation
• Product development partnerships and regulatory guidance

 metropolia.fi/proof-health
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Neuroinnovation, how to get 
investment and your 
business going?

Here you can find several examples & useful tools that may help to guide 
your business to the correct direction. Here you also can find practical tips 
on how to get investment, and what are the major concerns of venture 
capitals that should be addressed by the startups businesses.

Check the links below for further reading/watching:

https://licenceto.fail/vc/
https://licenceto.fail/how-to-get-public-funding/
https://newcohelsinki.fi/en/material-bank/guides/
https://thehub.io/tools

Some information about investors can be found here:
https://paaomasijoittajat.fi/yhdistys/jasenet/
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Funding, 
 Venture Capital 

 &  
Angel Investments



Business Finland

About: Business Finland is the Finnish government organization for inno-
vation funding and trade, travel and investment promotion. 
Business Finland:
•    Promotes, facilitates and funds innovation
•    Helps Finnish companies grow and go to international markets
•    Works to make Finland an attractive destination for international 
     travel, investments and talents 

Offers: 

Mentoring     Collaboration     Funding      Events

Target group: Researchers, start-ups & companies

Company stage: Pre-seed – C

Get in touch if you: 
•    Need funding to develop a research-based innovation
•    Want to co-create with research and industrial partners
•    Plan to enter or grow in international markets
•    Need business consultancy

Benefits: 
•    Advisory services for businesses
•    Globalization services
•    Support for EU funding

 
 businessfinland.fi
 Research-to-Business

2020
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Butterfly Ventures

About: Butterfly Ventures is investing in the seed stage startups, par-
ticularly from Finland, but also from other Nordic countries and Baltics. 
At the moment they are looking for deep tech, hardware and hardware 
interfacing software. We prefer to get involved with companies early on. 
80% of our portfolio companies do not have any revenue at the time of 
our entry. However, Butterfly Ventures are very business-driven, and typ-
ically companies in their portfolio start generating revenue in less than 6 
months from the first investment.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Nordic & Baltic deep tech, hardware and hardware
interfacing software startups and companies

Company stage: Seed

Get in touch if you:
• Are a deep tech start-up with a need for funding to grow your 

business 

Benefits: 
• Funds startups to grow

 butterfly.vc
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Icebreaker.vc

About: Icebreaker.vc supports founders in getting more out of their own 
potential and to gain more satisfaction in their careers. They believe that 
investing in the best teams early and having a strong community support-
ing them from the start will create the best returns for our own inves-
tors. They initially invest 150-800 k€ in Finnish, Swedish and Estonian 
software-driven companies at idea, angel and seed stages. Hundreds of 
community members offering the sturtup a network of potential team 
members, clients, and advisors.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Nordic & Baltic software-driven companies

Company stage: Seed –A

Get in touch if you:
• need funding to develop a research-based innovation

Benefits: 
• Investment that helps companies grow fast

 icebreaker.vc
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Innovestor Ventures

About: Innovestor Ventures is an active Helsinki based early-stage venture 
capital investor bringing something new to the traditional VC format.
Their mission is to be a growth catalyst combining not only the 
much-needed capital, but also supporting their portfolio companies with 
valuable know-how and networks through their experienced team and 
value-add operations.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Companies in the field of technology or health and life 
science

Company stage: Pre-seed -A (technology) and post-seed –A (helath & 
life science)

Get in touch if you:
• Need investing in building innovative solutions & solving global chal-

lenges within technology and health & life sciences 

Benefits: 
• Investment to support the company’s growth
• In house fundraising team to support future rounds
• Large portfolio as support network

 innovestorgroup.com/innovestorventures/
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Inventure

About: Inventure is a Nordic technology fund backing early-stage entre-
preneurs. Having their roots in Finland, Inveture takes challenges of fields 
many don’t feel comfortable with, and make big bets on deep-tech and 
scalable technologies. Their strong capital base allows to lead investments 
starting from the initial seed-stage all the way through expansion. They 
are currently investing their third 120 M€ fund.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Nordic and Baltic tech companies

Company stage: Seed –A

Get in touch if you:
• Need funding to develop an innovation

Benefits: 
• Investment that helps companies to grow

 inventure.fi
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Invesdor Group

About: Invesdor Group is a digital investment service company headquar-
tered in Helsinki and operating also in Vienna and Berlin. They arrange 
funding rounds on their platforms at Invesdor.com and Finnest.com for 
Nordic and DACH-based (Germany, Austria and Switzerland) companies.

Invesdor offers three types of funding rounds; share issues, bond, and 
convertible bond rounds. The funding rounds are organized on an online 
platform where retail and institutional investors can invest in unlisted 
European growth companies seeking funding. 

Offers: 

Investment

Target group: Growth companies & Investors

Company stage: A

Get in touch if you:
• Need funding or want to invest

Benefits: 
• Easy-to-use digital platform allows all supporters to invest in a com-

pany: make the most of your network
• The company gets visibility among Invesdor’s investor community of 

institutional and retail investors and business angels
• Actively market your success story, track record and future plans 

through many channels, including newsletters, social media and 
media relations

• Offer a great opportunity for companies to learn and develop their 
digital fundraising skills, for example, if they are planning to list on 
the stock market in the future

 
 invesdor.com

€

50



Lifeline Ventures

About: Lifeline Ventures is an early-stage venture capital firm founded 
by serial entrepreneurs. Due to their background as entrepreneurs from 
many different fields, Lifeline Ventures often starts working with founders 
before they have launched their first product. Thus, their goal is to be the 
first person the entrepreneur reaches out to in times of trouble and joy. 
So far, Lifeline Venture has invested in 70+ companies including catego-
ry-leaders such as Applifier, Varjo, Moves, Supercell, uBiome, Smartly.io 
and ZenRobotics.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Startups and companies in various fields

Company stage: Pre-seed – seed

Get in touch if you:
• Need funding to develop an innovation

Benefits: 
• Funds early in various fields 

 lifelineventures.com
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maki.vc

About: Maki.vc partners with deep tech and brand-driven companies 
obsessed with challenging category norms. The Nordics is their home, but 
they take on a global front in spotting the unexpected - from B2B to B2C, 
with a sweet spot for scientific advances, strong IP, and customer under-
standing that looks beyond convention. They invest in early stage compa-
nies: from their inception to series A and beyond. We share in the vision 
of founders as champions and challengers, drawing on their experiences 
from scaling some of the strongest tech companies ourselves. Together 
with the most defiant entrepreneurs, wtheir build forerunning and iconic 
tech companies that stand the test of time. Maki.vc’s initial ticket size is 
200 k€ –2 M€ and otheir fund size is 80 M€. 

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Deep-tech & brand-driven companies

Company stage: Seed –A

Get in touch if you:
• Need funding to develop a brand-driven deep-tech innovation

Benefits: 
• You get the entire Maki.vc team as your champions and challengers

 
 maki.vc 

€
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Nordia Management

About: Nordia founded in 1989, is owned by Sitra, Fennia, Hiidenkivi 
Investment, Nordia Management, Takoa Growth and Karisma Invest and 
currently is managed by Nordia Management Ltd, which operates as a 
minority investor with a targeted ownership share of 20-49 %. Nordia has 
funds of 10 M€ and has already made investments in over 60 companies. 
Currently, Nordia has 16 on-going investments.

Offers: 

Growth Investor

Target group: Companies offering healthcare, wellbeing, leisure and 
travel services 

Company stage: B (growth)

Get in touch if you:
• Have a growth company that offers services in the areas of health-

care, wellbeing, travel and leisure area
• Need a minor investment for your business

Benefits: 
• Over 30 years’ experience in the field
• Strong experts in their field

 nordiamanagement.fi

Teknobulevardi 3-5, 01530 Vantaa
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NordicNinja VC

About: NordicNinja is a venture capital firm with over a 100 M€ fund for 
supporting scale-up goals in the Nordic and Baltic region. At NordicNin-
ja they know that the investment size is not everything, and that’s why 
they are proud to have an awesome network of great minds around the 
world, especially in Japan. They are backed by Honda, Panasonic, Omron 
and the Japan Bank for International Cooperation. NordicNinja loves tech, 
especially robotics, automation, health tech, AI and mobility, however they 
are open-minded. They are also intersted in co-investment with the local 
investors, but if needed, they are happy to lead as well.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Nordic & Baltic companies in digital health, health tech, 
AI, deep tech, robotics and automation.

Company stage: A

Get in touch if you:
• Are ready for international scaling 

Benefits: 
• Investments scale 0.5–5 M€
• Excellent links to the Japanese business ecosystem
• Active support in diverse areas such as growth funding, business 

development, IP strategy, sales, and marketing

 nordicninja.vc

€
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Springvest

About: Springvest Oy is a modern investment house, regulated by the 
Finnish Financial Supervisory Authority. They serve the most promising 
growth companies looking for an effective, trustworthy, and easy way to 
raise capital. 

You can focus on growing your core business while Springvest contacts 
investors on your behalf and present your case. Springvest has a strong 
network of investors across the country. Raising funds normally takes only  
2–3 months.

They have already raised over 100 M€. On average every company has 
raised over a million euros from investors. Typical investment round size is 
1 – 8 M€. Springvest also carrries the investment risk with you by invest-
ing a significant part of their success fees into your company. Should you 
need help with your growth plans, you can take advantage of Springvest’s 
network of advisors. 

 Offers: 

Investment

Target group: Growth companies

Company stage: A

Get in touch if you:
• Seek funding 

Benefits: 
• You can save your time and effort for growing your core business
• Sprongvest’s efficient sales organization helps you to raise funds 

effectively and quickly
• You get to be a part of Springvest’s network of contacts

 
 springvest.fi
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Superhero Capital

About: Superhero Capital is a large network of investors, industry experts 
and other here to support you. Superhero Venture Fund 2015 Ky was 
founded in 2015 to invest in the next Superhero founders. The size of 
their fund is 20 M€. Superhero Capital do not invest in technology, but 
rather invest based on the characteristics and qualities of the founders 
and the team. They love founders that are insight-driven, meaning they 
make decisions based on data gained from various experiments. Super-
hero founders are also very well networked in their respective fields and 
truly step up and start shining when things go sideways.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Startups and companies in the fields of health tech, B2B 
software & services, fintech, IoT, etc.

Company stage: Pre-seed – seed

Get in touch if you:
• Need funding to develop a global impact innovation

Benefits: 
• Supportive team
• Investment of 50 k€–1 M€
• Networks in their respective fields

 superherocapital.com 
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Tera Ventures

About: Tera Ventures is focusing on early-stage born-global digital 
startups applying machine learning, and other enabling technologies 
to business models which will become the infrastructure of and deeply 
impact our future lives. They invest in Estonia, Finland, Denmark, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Sweden and the Czech Republic.

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: General technology companies with focus on digital 
solutions

Company stage: Seed –A

Get in touch if you:
•    Are a company in either the Baltics, Nordics, Poland, or Czech Republic
•    Are looking to raise a pre-seed / seed round
•    Are looking for a partner on your journey as a startup  

Benefits: 
•    Investment that helps companies growth fast 
•    Access to a vast network in the US and Asia
•    Hands-on support from Tera throughout your journey

 tera.vc
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TESI (Finnish Industry Investment)

About: TESI accelerates companies’ growth stories by investing in them 
directly or via funds. They invest together with private investors on the 
same terms as them, and with the same expectations for returns. 

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Companies in various fields

Company stage: A – D

Get in touch if you:
• Need funding to develop an innovation

Benefits: 
• Venture capital that helps companies grow fast

 tesi.fi

€

58



Verso Ventures

About: Verso Capital, founded in 2012, is a growth stage buy-out investor 
focusing on European B2B businesses. They invest primarily into business-
es that have up to 50 M€ of revenue, but currently have growth bottle-
necks hindering business performance.

WVerso Ventures specialises in carve-out situations, and acquire busi-
nesses that are not performing optimally in their current environment. 
With more than 100 spin-offs and M&A (mergers & acquisitions) trans-
actions done by the team, Verso Ventures has extensive experience in 
building and executing even challenging carve-outs quickly and effectively.

Verso Vetures is a transparent and trustworthy partner, and will actively 
help their investments to reach their full potential.
Verso has to date invested in 12 portfolio companies, of which three have 
been sold. Their two current funds have over 60 M€ investment capital.

Offers: 

Venture Capital
 
Target group: Growing companies in the field of technology

Company stage: A – B

Get in touch if you:
• Need solutions for optimising your business performance
• Want to execute a carve-out quickly and effectively

Benefits: 
• Transparent and trustworthy partner 
• Actively help companies to reach their full potential

 
 versocapital.com

€
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Vertical

About: Vertical offers advice on collaboration, strategy and business 
transactions to help companies develop their strategies, collaborate with 
the best partners for growth, and make the right deals for their business. 
Vertical has a proven track-record in open innovation programs and car-
ries out activities to encourage corporate-startup collaboration. 

Offers: 

Venture Capital Collaboration

Target group: Companies with a focus on health, education, pharma
industry, energy, public sector, insurance, technology

Company stage: B

Get in touch if you:
• Need adaptable strategies for output and internal development 

as well as for partnerships, mergers, and acquisitions 

Benefits: 
• Collaboration – Vertical helps you to develop and validate technology 

or business models fast
• Strategy – Vertical knows how to lay solid strategic foundations and 

design new business opportunities
• Transaction – Vertical helps you find the right strategic partners, and 

guide you through the process of designing and making deals

 verical.vc 

€
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Voima Ventures

About: Voima Ventures with its roots in VTT, helps founders to accelerate 
the growth of deep technology ventures to global markets. They combine 
science-driven innovation together with the Nordic serial entrepreneur 
experience and a global mindset. 

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Deep tech startups

Company stage: Pre-seed – B

Get in touch if you:
•    Need funding to develop a deep-tech science-driven innovation
•    Are looking for experience in scaling up deep technology innovation

Benefits: 
•    Funds both at early and at later stage
•    Team with expertise in a wide variety of fields

 voimaventures.com

€
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Wave Ventures

About:  Wave Ventures founded in 2016 believes that supporting uncon-
ventional minds is the key to crafting a better next generation. That’s why 
they help the earliest stage startups investing in them up to 1.5 M€ for 
the sturtups to climb their first peak. 

Offers: 

Venture Capital

Target group: Startups and companies in various fields

Company Stage: Pre-seed

Get in touch if you:
• Want to collaborate with a bold blend of ambitious young minds, 

experienced partners and venture capitals 

Benefits: 
• Funds at very early stage

 wave.ventures

€
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Startup Communities 
& Co-working Spaces



Aalto Design Factory (ADF)

About: Aalto Design Factory was born from a research project focused 
on creating an ideal physical and mental working environment for prod-
uct developers and researchers. Today Aalto Design Factory is one of the 
spearhead projects and one of the first physical manifestations of Aalto 
University’s goals to encourage and enable fruitful interaction between 
students, researchers, and professional practitioners.

Offers: 

Co-working     Networking

Target group: Students, researchers, startups & companies

Get in touch if you:
• Are keen to be inspired by awesome student projects 
• Have a great Idea for collaboration
• Strive to be an active member in the Design Factory community  

Benefits: 
• Creative environment
• Aalto Design Factory encourages and enables fruitful interaction be-

tween students, researchers, and professional practitioners 

 designfactory.aalto.fi

Location: Betonimiehenkuja 5C, 02150 Espoo
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A-Grid
About: A-Grid is a part of the Aalto University campus and works as a 
gateway to the university’s international network of resources, talented 
students and cutting-edge research and resources. A-Grid serves as a 
vibrant space for entrepreneurial expertise, services and events. Sturtups 
can get a working space from A-Grid premises. A-Grid houses startup ac-
celerators, UN Technology Innovation Lab, the European Space Agency and 
Aalto Startup Center, Business Incubation Centre Finland. Furthermore, 
A-Grid is connected to business advisory services from Espoo Marketing 
(by the City of Espoo), as well as other partners and established compa-
nies, such as Fortum. 

Offers: 

Co-working     Networking    Events

Target group: Researchers, students, startups & companies
 
Get in touch if you:
• Need a working space surrounded by enthusiastic people
• Want to have a relaxed working atmosphere 

Benefits: 
• Located at the Aalto University campus
• Quick access to research groups 

 agrid.fi

Location: Otakaari 5, Espoo
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Health & Innovation Village at GE
About: Based on the GE Healthcare campus, GE Health & Innovation Village  
houses over 40 startups. GE Healthcare Helsinki site is home to about 800 
GE employees as well as many medium sized health tech companies. GE 
Health & Innovation Village is a unique digital health ecosystem housing 
small, medium and large companies working on health tech.
GE Health & Innovation Village was launched in 2014 and it has quickly 
become a global benchmark for open innovation. It is a mashup of big and 
small, all sharing a common purpose. It is a community where there is 
always “big talk” between similarly minded health tech experts. GE Health 
& Innovation Village brings together the innovation, speed and agility of 
startups and the deep business domain knowledge of GE Healthcare and 
other larger companies. The ecosystem allows sturtups to benefit from the 
expertise and network of GE Healthcare and other partners. The critical 
mass of companies and expertise on site also brings other stakeholders 
such as investors, customers, healthcare professionals, researchers, univer-
sities, partners, regulators, distributors etc., to the ecosystem. In-house free 
coffee shop Warrior Coffee House at GE offers an extraordinary atmosphere 
to bring people from different backgrounds together in a relaxed environ-
ment.
  
Offers: 

Co-working    Networking    Events

Target group: Digital health startups

Get in touch if you:
• Are working in the fields of low-power wireless sensors, algorithms, 

wireless technologies, cloud services, apps for healthcare, big data 
and IoT for healthcare.

• Are seeking a strong knowledge and expertiese in digital health
• Want to be working in an inspiring environment and be part of  

a digital health ecosystem 

Benefits: 
• Strong knowledge of the digital health ecosystem
• Working space where others also have experience in health tech   

        ge.com/fi/company/health-innovation-village/ | siliconvallila.com

 Location: Kuortaneenkatu 2, 00510 Helsinki 
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Maria 01
About: Maria 01 is the Nordics’ leading startup campus. They provide the 
most thriving environment for ambitious startups, investors, and large 
enterprises in the tech community to help each other succeed. Maria 01 
is a non-profit combination of an entrepreneurial community, a selective 
campus for tech teams and a technology builders club. Maria 01 current-
ly has 20,000 sqm of space, housing 150 startups and 1500 individuals 
in the old hospital buildings. Maria 01 is aiming to grow into Europe’s 
largest startup hub with 70000 sqm of space,, 650+ companies and 4000 
professionals.

Offers: 

Co-working     Networking     Events

Target group: Startups & companies

Get in touch if you:
• Need a working space
• Want to have a relaxed working atmosphere 

Benefits: 
• You get both a working place as well as opportunity join a vibrant 

community
• Most of the members are experts on technology
• It is an inspiring place to grow big 

 maria.io

Location: Lapinlahdenkatu 16, Helsinki
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Startup Sauna
About: Startup Sauna is Finland’s central hub for the student-run entre-
preneurial movement. Since 2009, its co-working space has been a focal 
meeting point in Northern Europe for entrepreneurs and investors alike. 
The 1500 sqm industry hall is the home base of Startup Sauna and the 
birthplace of student-run entities Aaltoes, Startuplifers, Junction, and 
Kiuas.

Offers: 

Co-working     Networking

Target group: Students, young entrepreneurs, startups & companies

Get in touch if you:
• Are interested in student-run entrepreneurship
• Want to collaborate with one of our entities
• Need a space for your event 

Benefits: 
• Inspiring & creative atmosphere
• Possibility to arrange events 

 startupsauna.com 

Location: Betonimiehenkuja 3D, Espoo
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Think Company
About: Helsinki Think Company is the entrepreneurship society of the 
University of Helsinki. They are a community, a coworking space and an 
event hub focused on taking academics to action. They provide you with 
all the right tools for making an impact: a community of like-minded 
individuals, free coworking spaces, mentoring, workshops, boot camps, 
accelerator programs and tons of other events.
Located on all four campuses of the University of Helsinki, Helsinki Think 
Company serves entrepreneurs, students, graduates, researchers, freelanc-
ers, startups and artists from all fields and backgrounds. 

Offers: 

Co-working     Networking     Mentoring

Target group: Researchers, students, startups & companies

Get in touch if you:
• Need a workspace for your company or innovation team
• Want to join a likeminded community of innovators and entrepre-

neurs
• Want to take your research idea into action

Benefits: 
• Free of charge workspace
• Getting to learn from your peers from different fields
• Inspiring programs that help you to take your idea forward quickly
• Multidisciplinary community

 thinkcompany.fi 

Location: Yliopistonkatu 4, Think Corner 2nd floor | Latokartanonkaari 3 
|Pietari Kalmin Katu 5, Exactum | Haartmaninkatu 4, Terkko Health Hub

?
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Terkko Health Hub
About: Terkko Health Hub is a startup community, a co-working space 
and an event venue focusing on health and life sciences. They provide 
various support services and events for their community in collaboration 
with local and global partners.

Terkko Health Hub houses startups, researchers, companies and the en-
trepreneurship society of University of Helsinki – Helsinki Think Company. 
Inaddition, Terkko Health HUb houses an early stage idea accelerator Terk-
ko Health X and a unique three-year incubator program, Health Incubator 
Helsinki by The City of Helsinki.

Being located in the heart of Helsinki’s medical campus, Terkko hHealth 
Hub is at the junction of HUS (Helsinki University Hospital), the Faculty of 
Medicine and HiLIFE (Helsinki Institute of Life Science) at the University of 
Helsinki.

Offers: 

Co-working     Networking     Events

Target group: Researchers, students, startups & companies

Get in touch if you:
• Need a working space
• Want to have a relaxed working atmosphere

Benefits: 
• Surrounded by hospitals and University
• Has a vibrant spirit for health and life sciences 

 terkko.fi

Location: Haartmaninkatu 4, Helsinki
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Upgraded
About: Upgraded is a non-profit association for health & wellbeing start-
ups and innovations in Finland, founded in 2012. Upgraded is an active 
community of over 50 members and many partners. Their goal is to make 
sure that startup innovations have an established role in the society as a 
source of health and wellbeing solutions. They build the bridges between 
the different pieces of startups, corporates, the public sector and uni-
versities. They and believe that the industry thrives on cooperation and 
everyone will reach their goals faster and easier when working together. 
Upgraded organizes events such as Health100 that hosts the 100 most 
impactful people of the Nordic health scene and the creators of Upgraded 
Life Festival – the premier startup-driven health innovation event in the 
Nordics.

Offers: 

Community     Visibility     Networking     Events

Target group: Health and wellness startups of all stages

Get in touch if you:
• Wish to be a part of the Upgraded community, receiving upfront 

information on the state of healthcare and the startup ecosystem in 
the Nordics and globally

• Want to spread your word out

Benefits: 
• You can get visibility for your business
• You get access to free services and discounts, provided by the 

partners 

 upgraded.fi

Location: Lapinlahdenkatu, 00180 Helsinki

2020
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Governmental 
 &  

Industry Facilitators



Fimea
About: The Finnish Medicines Agency is the national competent author-
ity for regulating medicinal products. As a central administrative agency 
operating under the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health, it promotes 
the health and safety of the population by regulating medicines, medical 
devices, blood and tissue products, biobanks, and by developing the phar-
maceutical sector.

 
 fimea.fi
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Finnish Institute of Occupational 
Health
About: The Finnish Institute of Occupational Health (FIOH) is a multidis-
ciplinary research and specialist organization that focuses on well-being 
at work, research, advisory services, and training. FIOH operates under the 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health as an independent legal entity. Cli-
ents include workplaces, decision-makers, individuals, occupational health 
service units and other parties engaged in ensuring well-being at work. 
Together with the clients, FIOH’s aim is to develop well-functioning work 
communities and support employees’ working ability.

Offers: 

Consultancy Research & Trainings

Target group: Researchers, students, startups & companies

Get in touch if you want to:
• Strengthen working ability and well-being at work and increase equal 

opportunities to participate in work
• Get support in the renewal of skills and workplaces during changes in 

working life and during the digital revolution
• Develop safety and the management of risks in the work environment
• Help workplaces to promote well-being
• Analyze and test environmental exposure in the worspace in an ethi-

cally sustainable way 

Benefits: 
• Effectiveness: FIOH’s activities creates improved well-being at work-

places and helps extend working careers
• Reliability: FIOH’s solutions are based on research evidence and 

reliable methods that work in practice. They are independent and 
impartial

• Partnership: working together with the clients strengthens the imple-
mentation of FIOH’s strategy 

 ttl.fi 

?
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Finnish Patent & Registration
Office
About: The Finnish Patent and Registration Office works for the benefit of 
companies, organizations and inventors.
They examine and grant patents and register utility models. They also
register trademarks for products and services and provide design pro-
tection.They provide information, advisory and search services related to 
patents, trademarks and designs. They also register companies, associa-
tions, foundations and other organizations and corporations.

Offers: 

Consultancy 

Target group: Researchers & companies

Get in touch if you:
• Want to register & protect you creation 

Benefits:
• Get protection to your work / invention
 

 prh.fi

?
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Pharmaceutical Information Centre
About: Pharmaceutical Information Centre is a reliable and advanced 
provider of business intelligence, training and pharmaceutical information 
services for healthcare, health technology and pharmaceutical companies. 
Pharmaceutical Information Centre processes data into information and 
refines it into easy-to-use digital services. 
Pharmaceutical Information Centre is known for the Pharmaca Fennica® 
drug database, which includes pharmacogenomic data to support the 
decision-making of healthcare professionals. In addition, Pharmaceutical 
Information Centre produces the national ePrescription Master Data da-
tabase for Kela (The Social Insurance Institution of Finland) and manag-
es the identification of medicines (Vnr service) in the Nordic countries. 
Pharmanalytics business intelligence services provide easy tools for Nordic 
drug sales information and real world insights on trends and changes in 
drug therapy. Pharmacademia learning services brings together the latest 
burning issues in the pharmaceutical and healthcare industry.
Pharmaceutical Information Centre works internationally with their part-
ner network.

Offers: 

Consultancy    Education    Software tools

Target group:  Various pharmaceutical, healthcare and health technology 
providers

Get in touch if you want to:
• Get qualitative consultancy 
• Find recent information on drugs 
• Have real world data on trends and changes in drug therapy
• Have the latest knowledge on the medical sector 

Benefits:
• Up-to-date, reliable medical information consultancy on health-tech 
• Experts from diverse fields, which ensuring our extensive expertise 

and innovative services 
• Operator that provides reliable, up-to-date and correctly targeted 

medical information
 
 pif.fi
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Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional 
Council 
About: The Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council is a regional developer, 
creating good conditions for wellbeing and economic development as well 
as a safe and an attractive physical environment for its citizens.

The vision of regional development is to make the Helsinki-Uusimaa 
Region the most competitive, safe and attractive metropolitan region in 
Northern Europe.

To achieve these goals, the Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council, as a stra-
tegic land-use planner, is engaged in coordination and consensus building. 
It mobilizes actors and resources at governmental, regional and local 
levels to set common regional development priorities and to optimize the 
use of regional strengths and assets.

Offers: 

 Consultancy    Idea development   Collaboration/ Networking   Funding

Target group: All

Get in touch if you:
• Need information on Regional Development or funding 

Benefits:
• Supports Smart Specialization in Helsinki-Uusimaa Region
• Provides coaching and networks for Regional Development
• Provides funding for Regional Development

 uudenmaanliitto.fi

?
€
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